as -idth the committees, but she confessed that
her tact was sorely tried when faced with the
problem of patients who enjoyed the rest and
peace cf the Home so much that, although quite
recovered, they resolutely refused to be dis-
charged.
Florence thoroughly enjoyed the work, and
at the start of 1854, after five months in office,
she wrote that she began the new year with " more
true feeling cf a happy Xew Year than ever I had
in my life." She was not, however, entirely
satisfied. To nurse invalid gentlewomen was a
tremendous advance on living at home in idle-
ness, but she wanted to nurse the poor in a great
hospital, and, especially, to train other women to
devote themselves to nursing. Some of the doctors
at the Harley Street Home agreed with her view,
and felt that her abilities were wasted in so small
an establishment. A suggestion was made that
she should be appointed superintendent of nurses
at one of the large London hospitals, and a hint
of the proposal reached her mother. Mrs.
Nightingale was overcome with fears when she
learned that her daughter might have to attend
the poor, and she hastily made a suggestion of her
own. Why should not Florence establish an
institution for children and be its principal?
Mrs. Nightingale would have preferred Florence
to return home, but as that was apparently out of
the question, she urged that she should devote
her services to children rather than enter into the
vortex of a general hospital.